Police Discretion
For police officers, police discretion is a part of life when it comes to performing their duty. In addition to that, police discretion is something that is always questioned as to whether police officers should have the choice to arrest people or not. According to Fadillah et al. (2020), police discretion is an official act executed by a police officer who uses their judgment to determine the course of action in a particular circumstance. All law enforcement officers exercise different discretion levels, from the police chief to the patrol officers seen on the major highways. However, patrol officers use discretion more than the police chief. In addition to that, another criminal justice entity that uses police discretion is the court of law.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On many occasions, police discretion is subject to control by their operating policies and the police department. Again, police discretion is also controlled via police officer's supervision and regular training (Halliday, 2017). For example, some police departments control discretion by adopting zero-tolerance policies on specific enforcement actions. An example is all vehicles speeding above a speed of five miles-per-hour must receive citations. Another example is ensuring that lethal force is only used when there is a threat to life. Where there is none, non-lethal force ought to be used. In addition to that, police discretion is also controlled via legislation. For instance, laws have been enacted requiring police to arrest suspects only when the probable cause (Halliday, 2017). For example, many states in America have enacted legislation under domestic violence stating that if there is probable cause that one person assaulted their partner and the two have a domestic relationship, the police have the duty and discretion to effect an arrest. Moreover, some checks and balances reduce discretion in courts. In most American states, laws exist stipulating the minimum sentences for certain criminal acts, for instance, convictions for drug-related charges.
In short, there also exist external checks and balances on police force discretion—for instance, the courts and public review boards.  Civil review boards control police officers and their discretion by establishing penalties for those who abuse police privileges for personal gain or criminal activity (Madoshi, 2016). Additionally, in some instances, the courts can exercise control over a law enforcement officer's discretion centered on examining a particular case. In such cases, the courts can dismiss a case, fail to issue an arrest warrant, and develop other legal injunctions that limit police discretion. Besides, the courts can come up with rulings that require the police to handle investigations and arrests in a particular manner.
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